[Epidemics and its responsive measures in Great Britain in 16th - 17th centuries].
Historically, epidemics mean personal misery and social catastrophe in the history of humankind, and is another kind of living experience of the people. In 16th -17th century, confronting the epidemics, British society had various reactions and responsive measures, which were influenced by various factors, including medicine, religion, politics and economy. Though the religious beliefs had negative influence, to certain extent, on the reactions and medical development, the responsibility of the government was strengthened, replacing religious organization to undertake works in public health, demonstrating that this is an advancement.